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two thirds had been started since the onset of the Great De-
pression.
Fashions in entertainment came and went. After the success
in 1936 of "Professor Quiz," question-and-answer programs
like "Information Please" and "The Quiz Kids'* burgeoned
mightily. Such unrehearsed contests reflected a vogue similar
to that featuring sidewalk interviews, guessing games and
amateur hours, with a large element of audience participa-
tion. The radio serial proved to be a universal favorite, illus-
trated early in the era by the vast popularity of "Amos *n*
Andy," blackface comedians whose voices could be heard of
a summer evening echoing block after block as one walked
the streets of any suburb, or the plenitude of "soap operas'*
which later in the decade came to rule the daytime hours,
dedicated to the praise of soap flakes and washing powders
between interstices of tears and laughter in their plots of
homely romance.* For juveniles the decade's hero was the
"Lone Ranger," who made his debut in 1933—a stalwart
without fear or vices, whose cry "Hi-Yo, Silver!" heralded
his arrival upon that trusty steed to redress wrong and succor
the weak. By the close of the era radio's best-known per-
sonality had come to be an impudent puppet named Charlie
McCarthy, creation of the ventriloquist Edgar Bergen.
Music occupied over half of radio's daily log, and more of
it than ever before was of high quality. In 1930 Columbia
began its Sunday broadcasting of New York Philharmonic
concerts; the following year the National Broadcasting Com-
pany launched its Saturday-afternoon series of grand operas
from the Metropolitan; and in 1937 it persuaded the world-
* According to a Manhattan columnist, **Toni Jo Henry, a 26-year-old mur-
dress, . . . told this interviewer about the thoughts of a condemned person.
Tm worried a little about "Abie's Irish Rose/' a radio serial/ she stated. 'Every
day I used to listen to it. But they discontinued the serial till September.
I won't be here in September/ The producers . . . are forwarding to Miss
Henry a short synopsis of the story which will be broadcast in installments
from September until June/' "What Do We Know about Daytime Serial
Listeners?" in P. F. Lazarsfeld and F. N. Stanton, eds,, Radio Research 1942-
1943 (N. Y., 1944), 3-33.

